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turned from their journey, and that I would go out to-
morrow to meet them. In the morning, as I wished
to set out, a peasant of that village came to me, and
began to make loud complaints; on hearing his voice
I came out, and seeing him crying, I asked, why dost
thou make a lamentation? He answered, 'Our houses
have been plundered, owing to your brothers ; would
to God that you had not left them there !'

" 1 asked, what misfortune has occurred ? He re-
plied, * A gang of robbers came at night and plundered
their property and goods, and they at the same time
robbed our houses/ I pitied him, and asked, where
are these two now? He answered, 'They are sitting
without the city, stark naked and utterly distressed/
I instantly took two suits of clothes with me and went
[to them], and having clothed them, brought them to
my house. The people [of the city], hearing [the
circumstances of the robbery], continued coming to
see them, but they did not go out through shame.
Three months passed in this same manner; at last I
reflected within myself, ( how long will they thus
remain squatted in a corner ? If it can be brought
about, I will take them with me on some voyage/

" I proposed it to my brothers, and added, ' if you
please, I will go with you. They were silent. I again
made the necessary preparations for the voyage, pur-
chased some goods for the trade, and set out and took
them with me. After I had distributed the customary
alms [for a prosperous voyage], and loaded the mer-
chandise on the ship, we weighed anchor, and the
vessel set sail. This dog w5as sleeping on the banks
[of the river]; when he awoke, and saw the ship in